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"That Other promise: Watch" 

Scripture: Matthew ?k;32-k2 

(Illustration of Milan Cathedral and three doors) 

At the Cathedral in Milan there are three inscriptions over the respective doorwavs 
leading into the cathedral. Over the right-hand door is th" inscription: "All that 
pleases is but for a moment." Over the left-hand door is the inscription; "All that 
trouble? is but for a moment." But over the center door there is the simple sentence; 
"Nothing is important save that which is eternal." 

That somewhat sums up the thinking of tire much of the world. People are either concerned 
about having a good time and beinp- entertained thst many of them think of nothing else. Or 
else thev are a part of the crowd that is only concerned about their particular problems to 
V~" exclusion of never giving a thought to others. And just how many are concerned with the 
things that are eternal. The President o F Lancaster Bible College said just this past week 
something which makes a 1-t of sense. He was talking about being involved in church work 
and how we get caurht up in the details of it all to the point of getting bent out of shape 
if our pet project is not carried out. The solution he said is to «sk the question, "What 
difference will it make in the church a hundred years from now?" And you see the truth of 
that if you consider what some church people think is earthshattering. To get mad because a 
room is not painted green as we think it should be, or have yellow drapes, '-/hat difference 
will that make in a hundred years? But if we refuse to spend money to bring more people to 
the Lord, what difference would that make in a hundred years? Ion see, it is 3 matter of 
priorities. What is, or isn't important in the church? 

I believe we can also see this in the matter of what church members and churches teach. 
There are churches where nothing but prophecy and future events are being taught. And the 
members of some of those churches are seeking to always go and hear yet another preacher 
giving his message on things to come. Then there are churches that will not under any circum- 
stances look at the things yet to come such as the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. One extreme 
is as bad as the other, and there is always the danger of going overboard when considering 
these things. There is a certain balance we must seek to maintain, but it is imperative that 
we are aware that the Bible speaks of the return of Jesus Christ. There is a word which 
Jesus used that is recorded eleven different times in the Gospels. The word in Greek is 
"GKEQOREDO" (GREG - OOF - TOO - 0), and it means, "to keep awake, be vigilant, wake, be watch- 
ful," literally it means, "WATCH. 11 

In tryine to determine what we should '".'atch," we need to look briefly at some of the events 
which Jesus Himself said wcild take place which would indicate the nearness of His next ap- 
pearance. This week we have jumped ahead a little in order to see some things that most 
Biblical scholars believe have happened. And then next week we will look at things that are 
happening and will continue to happen leading up to that Appearance of Jesus Christ for His 
Church. 

In the 32nd verse Jesus was teaching His disciples by telling them, "How learn a parable of 
the fig tree; when his branch is yet tender, and puttesth forth leaves, ye know that summer 
is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see ell these things, know that it is near, even at 
the doors," verses 32 & 33. 

Almost all Biblical scholars concede that when a fig tree is mentioned in Scripture it has 
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to do with the nation of Israel. Jesus had told Bis disciples a number of things to come and 

He reminds them that they couldinterpret the season of the year by looking at a fig tree. 

It doesn't take a renins to knov that after winter, when we see the buds beginning to prow or. 

the trees that Spring ia here and it won't be long until summer follows Spring and so on. 

So Jesus reminded the disciples that since they could deduce this, they were to look for signs 

that would point them to His return. Israel was no longer a nation as God intended it to be. 

The Jews were scattered to the far ends of the earth and those living in Palestine were a 

conouwred people. They were held captive in their land by the hated Romans in the time of 

Jesus. Since anything said about the restoration of the nation of Israel could be construed 

by the Romans as treason, Jesus had to speak in hidden terms. But also, since Jesus said He 

didn't know when this furtuee event would take place He had to tell it in such ss a way so 

if it occurred while the Jews were atill under bondage they would kjiow what was taking place, 

or if it took place in distant years, it could still be seen as God's fulfilled prophecy. 

The nation of Israel, (the fig tree), could not put forth leaves until it was once again a 

tree, (or a nation). It was in 19^8 against great odds that the nation of Israel was born. 

■lithin a short period of time it became recognized as Israel by most of the world. With two 

short clashes with the Arabs Israel gained Jerusalem and the land which was given tfeKR-to them 

by Almighty God. They thus became a world power when by all righte, the Arab world should 

have obliterated them. 

Jesus told His disciples further, "Verily T say unto you, 'This generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be fulfilled." ver=e ^h. 

liberal scholars have taken this to mean the people who were living at the time, namely the 
disciples, and since they passed awav and that prophecy wasn't fulfilled in their lifetimes, 
it will not be fulfilled, But the true interpretation is that the word "generation!? can 
refer not only to a time reriod, but to a race or proup of people. Jesus was saying that the 
Jews, their race would not pass away until all of this was fulfilled. Jewish histffffy will not 
end until the Battle of Armageddon which is to take place at the end of the period of Tribu- 
lation. 

Then Jesus said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away," vs y_ . 
Two things will remain for ever. God's Word, and people. And then Jesus reiterates what He 
has said before and He tells what the conditions will be when all this takes place, (read 
verses 37-^1). Noah was building the ark for 120 years. During that time there was no slack- 
ing of the people from their sin and worldliness. Our times greatly parallel those days. 
We are a pleasure seeking world with little or no regard for the things of God. At the time 
of the flood all of the people were destroyed, but at the Second Coming of the Lord some will 
be saved and others will be lost. Bible interpreters tell us that the references Jesus is ntx 
making here of two people together, one saved, the other lost has to do with the judgement 
following the Battle of Armageddon. That is true, but I also believe it is a reference to 
what will take place at the Rapture when Jesus appears for His Church. Only those who are 
believers will be taken and those who are unbelievers will be left. That ia why it is impera- 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 11:00 A.M. 
Prelude 

Chiming of the Hour 
Yh nno un c erne n ts 

Congregational Greeting 
1 Joys 

\prayer Requests 

♦Opening Hymn No. 306 "Lol He Cones with Clouds Descending" 
'/Ascription 
♦Exhortation 

'Confession (In Unison) We offer to thee, Father* praise 
for the gift of thy Spirit. We are made aware that your 
love is given to us in many ways. When we are lonely, 
when we are filled with doubt, when we show unbelief, it 
is your Spirit that fills lis with your truth. And when 
we burn with hatred, or anger, or selfishness, or greed, 
tN\ it is your Spirit which speaks to us with your love. 
^ Forgive us, and may your Spirit live, guide, and direct 
us in all ways. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Kyrie 

Assurance of Pardon 
Praise: Leader - Blessed be the Lord God * 

People - And blessed be His glorious name forever. 
•Gloria Patri - page 142 
^Children's Moment 
Hymn No. 486 "Open My Eyes That I May See" 
£all to Prayer: Pastor - The Lord be with You 
People - And with Thy Spirit 
Pastor - Let us pray, 
\Morning Prayer 
* /Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 
> P fcffertory 

t,Doxology - page 382 

Hymn No. <j97 "Like a River GlorlouB" 
./"Scripture: Matthew 24: 32-42 
Pn Sermon: "That Other Promise: Watch" 
n|t ]*Invitationa.l Hymn No. a95 "It Is Well with My Soul" 
^ I* Closing Chimes 
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•Benediction 
*Po3tlude 

+ + + + + +■ "Congregation Standing + + + + + + 

The beautiful flowers on the altar have been placed by 
Mr* & Mrs, Dick Dally in memory of Loved Ones. 

Mr. 4 Mrs. Dick Mangel will greet our members and guests 
at the door this morning. 

Ushering today are Jeanne Snyder, Judy Shearer and Helen 
Crawford. 

Nursery will be provided today Bonnie Gannon. 

Van Driver for next Sunday will be Bill 5nyder. 

Attendance last Sunday was 115 with 7 visitors. 

Lloyd Link and Ray Isherwood will be visiting the 
hospital this week. 

Hospitalized: Walter Hollefreund and Mary Sherman in BMH. 
Mid Diefenderfer in Allegheny General 
Hulda Llppold in Indiana hospital 

TONIGHT!!! - at 7 P.M. we will be holding our pre- 
registration for Vacation Bible School. This is the 
opportunity to register early and to have an enjoyable 
"sundae" on us. VBS will be held June 18 - 22 from 
6:30 to 9:00. Hope to see you there and to make this a 
goad year for VBS. We need you to make it a success!!! 

TUESDAY - 7i00 P.M. Finance Committee meeting 

Additional Hospitalizations: 

Harry Davis in Mercy Hospital in Pittsburgh 
Sally Cubbison in BMH 



Slavic Gospel Association 
Wheaton, 11. 60137 

This is the address for the Russian Bible Collection that 
that we took up last Sunday. Again today the baskets 
will be at the daorr if you would like tc contribute. 

Vork nite scheduled Wed June 13-6i30ftt«a help Raindate??? 

At the close of the service the invitation is extended to 
each worshipper to respond to God's leading for your 
life. This invitation gives the opportunity to accept 
Christ, to pray, to meditate, or to seek counseling- 
The altar is open to everyone. The Pastor will assist 
you if you desire. 
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well 
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Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



